
Psalm and Readings Thursday 29th January 2026 
 

 

Psalm 47 
 

1 Clap your hands, all you peoples; 
     shout to God with loud songs of joy. 
2 For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome, 
     a great king over all the earth. 
3  He subdued peoples under us, 
     and nations under our feet. 
4  He chose our heritage for us, 
     the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
5  God has gone up with a shout, 
     the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 
6  Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
     sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
7  For God is the king of all the earth; 
     sing praises with a psalm. 
8  God is king over the nations; 
     God sits on his holy throne. 
9  The princes of the peoples gather 
     as the people of the God of Abraham. 
10 For the shields of the earth belong to God; 
     he is highly exalted. 
 
 
 
 
 

Genesis 15 
 

After these things the word of the Lord came to 
Abram in a vision, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram, I am 
your shield; your reward shall be very great.’ But 
Abram said, ‘O Lord God, what will you give me, 
for I continue childless, and the heir of my house 
is Eliezer of Damascus?’ And Abram said, ‘You 
have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in 
my house is to be my heir.’ But the word of the 
Lord came to him, ‘This man shall not be your 
heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your 
heir.’ He brought him outside and said, ‘Look 
towards heaven and count the stars, if you are 
able to count them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall 
your descendants be.’ And he believed the Lord; 
and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
 

Then he said to him, ‘I am the Lord who brought 
you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this 
land to possess.’ But he said, ‘O Lord God, how 
am I to know that I shall possess it?’ He said to 
him, ‘Bring me a heifer three years old, a female 
goat three years old, a ram three years old, a 
turtle-dove, and a young pigeon.’  
 

 

He brought him all these and cut them in two, 
laying each half over against the other; but he did 
not cut the birds in two. And when birds of prey 
came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them 
away. 
 

As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell 
upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness 
descended upon him. Then the Lord said to 
Abram, ‘Know this for certain, that your offspring 
shall be aliens in a land that is not theirs, and shall 
be slaves there, and they shall be oppressed for 
four hundred years; but I will bring judgement on 
the nation that they serve, and afterwards they 
shall come out with great possessions. As for 
yourself, you shall go to your ancestors in peace; 
you shall be buried in a good old age. And they 
shall come back here in the fourth generation; for 
the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.’ 
 

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a 
smoking fire-pot and a flaming torch passed 
between these pieces. On that day the Lord made 
a covenant with Abram, saying, ‘To your 
descendants I give this land, from the river of 
Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, the 
land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the 
Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the 
Girgashites, and the Jebusites.’ 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew 26:47-56 
 

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the 
twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with 
swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the 
elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given 
them a sign, saying, ‘The one I will kiss is the man; 
arrest him.’ At once he came up to Jesus and said, 
‘Greetings, Rabbi!’ and kissed him. Jesus said to 
him, ‘Friend, do what you are here to do.’ Then 
they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested 
him. Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his 
hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave 
of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus 
said to him, ‘Put your sword back into its place; 
for all who take the sword will perish by the 
sword.  



Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, 
and he will at once send me more than twelve 
legions of angels? But how then would the 
scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in 
this way?’ At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, 
‘Have you come out with swords and clubs to 
arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after 
day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not 
arrest me. But all this has taken place, so that the 
scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.’ Then 
all the disciples deserted him and fled. 
 
 

 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty God, 
whose Son revealed in signs and miracles 
the wonder of your saving presence: 
renew your people with your heavenly grace, 
and in all our weakness 
sustain us by your mighty power; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 


